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In the headlines recently we have been met with a whole spate of teenage suicides.
It seems to be a growing problem. In fact, in the last few months there even have
been some Jewish teenagers who have committed suicide. It seems strange in America
where we have everything, where there is so much opportunity, that suicide should be

' Succos is

a problem. Succos is known as '"Zeman Simchaseinu, the time of our joy.'
a life affirming holiday. Those who do celebrate Succos do not think about suicide,

but it seems strange that on a life affirming holiday we celebrate it by going out

into a Succah, into a hut without a roof where we can be bitten by mosquitos and rained
on. It seems that we could experience joy in a better way. There is also a strange
sentence that we find in the Torah. Jacob returns to Israel after leaving his father-
in-law, Laban, and confronts his brother, Esau. At first Jacob thought this would

be a violent confrontation and he wmade plans for it, but Esau made peace with him.

After they had become reconciled it says, "Esau returned that day to his path, to Sayer,
and Jacob traveled to Succos." In Hebrew the word 'Sayer" means "a goat." It is the
name of the scapegoat that is used on Yom Kippur. The word "Sayeera" reminds us of

Yom Kippur while the word "Succos" is, in this context, a place. However, we all know
that Succos means the holiday Succos. The difference between an Esau and a Jacob is
that Esau only goes as far as Yom Kippur, while a Jacob goes to Succos. Yom Kippur
reminds us of the things we should not do. It reminds us of those areas in which we
have failed. It does not specifically tell us what to do. Many times people who are
just surrounded by "no, no, noes" feel frustrated and explode into violence, either
against themselves or others. Life to them is a great burden. They are filled with
guilt. They do not have anything positive to fill their lives. They just know they
cannot do this and they cannot do that. These people do not have anything positive

to do. In fact, this is onme of the great differences between Judaism and other philosophies
and religions. We not only tell people what to do, we give people positive things

to do. We stress learning. We tell them there is beauty in the world and so many
things yet to be learned. Nothing should ever be boring. It is true we live in a

society in which things are pretty rigid, homes are built a certain way, people dress
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a certain way, but these are only conventions. You can build a home in many ways and
dress in many ways. Many times it is good to go back to nature, to go back to see
things as they are potentially. We should all look at life as a child looks at life,
with awe and wonder and delight, always curious, always wondering how things should

be or could be arranged. Life presents so many challenges. Many of our young people
today feel there are no more challenges. Everything is pretty much cut and dried.

Many of our young people especially feel this way. They have nothing to li¥e for.

All they have to do is go along with a pre-set path in which there is nothing new and
everything boring. Succos teaches us differently. It says, "Everything can be exciting
and new and fresh. Go outside. Start thinking afresh. There is so much mystery in

a blade of grass and a palm branch and an Esrog. There are so many challenges ahead."
In order to have joy we must feel that there are still challenges ahead of us. There

is much to learn and we can make a contribution. We should always look at life with
child-like eyes. I am reminded of the story they tell of a little girl who had a sore
throat. Her daddy took her to the doctor. The doctor looked at her throat and said,
"Are you a little hoarse?" The girl answered, "Oh, no." He asked, "Are you sure?"

She answered, "Of course I'm not a little horse, but my daddy calls me a little monkey."
1f we all look at things with fresh eyes and see the possibilities and new potentialities

in things we will all have joy and life will be meaningful for us all.




